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As more and more months pass, we are collectively reminded of 

the Biblical Proverb, "Without a vision, the people perish."  What 

is our vision, what is the vision of the Iraqi people?  For the Proud 

Americans and our Iraqi partners the collective vision is a free 

and democratic Iraq, dotted with enduring organizations.    

Having faith in the end result is essential to success.  All great 

organizations or nations became great because they had absolute 

faith in the end result and they remained focused on their vision.  

I have full faith that when the Proud Americans Battalion leaves 

Iraq in August of 2010, we will be leaving behind a sustainable 

Iraq for future generations.  While our shared vision may only be 

realized years from now we can depart knowing that we have 

contributed substantially to that  realization of the collective vi-

sion for Iraq. 

  

Having faith in the end result has allowed us to continue in our efforts.  Since January 1, 2010, the Proud 

Americans Battalion has conducted several hundred patrols, over 150 key leader engagements, and con-

cluded several significant projects.  Some of those projects included schools where boys and girls will learn 

arithmetic, science, grammar and history; fundamentals of education that are the building blocks for the 

leaders tomorrow.  Achievements like these will further enable a free Iraq where the grip of poverty is less-

ened, women are viewed as equal in dignity with men, and violence is no longer seen as a viable method for 

solving disputes. 

  

Having faith in the end result, in the vision, has enabled us to provide Iraqi Security Forces with the training 

and means to provide for the safety of the Iraqi citizens during the upcoming National Elections.  Many 

hours of operations, key leader engagements, and security planning has assisted the Iraqi Police in their 

preparation for securing the Iraqi people during a vital time in their history.  The hard work of all Proud 

American Soldiers canôt be emphasized enough.  They have all done a spectacular job.   

  

I wish all the best to and thank CPT Steele and CPT Johnson for their leadership they provided their units as 

they concluded their commands and I want to welcome CPT Walker to the Proud Americans family.  CPT 

Steele and CPT Johnson did an amazing job and both will be missed.  On January 15, 2010, CPT Walker 

took command of G Company and on January 22, 2010, CPT Welte took command of B Battery.  Both 

Commanders are phenomenal and will set the ex-

ample for others to follow.  

It is always hard being separated from those that 

you love.  Whether it be for one day or one year, 

separation is never easy regardless of the cause at 

hand.  Having faith that you will see your loved 

ones again, that this time of separation is not in 

vain, and that we are all a family participating in a 

cause greater than ourselves will ultimately ease 

the pain we all sometimes feel.  We continue be-

cause we have a vision.   

                                             LTC CAIN 
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